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majority still holds that morality cotdd not endure without the
authority of religion; but most people also admit that a creed
which should be found not useful to morality would fall into
disuse, would, in fact, cease to be believed, and would thus
dissolve of itself. In India, on the other hand, few people
would admit that their, religious beliefs were necessarily con-
nected with morality, and a good many might even say that
morality would be none the better for such a connection. If
primitive men were asked the use of their beliefs, they might
in substance reply that theology is like navigation or astrology,
or any other empiric art which helps one through the risks and
chances of the voyage through sensitive existence, that it is
the profession of interpreting signs and tokens of the divine
caprice, and of propitiating powerful deities, who take a sort
of blackmail upon human prosperity.! Nevertheless the real
difference between the two stand-points may perhaps be
expressed by saying t&at,. whereas a civilised religious belief
cannot do without the sanction of accepted morality, in
primitive times morality (or at least expediency and utility)
must seek the patronage of some accepted religious belief. In
Europe morality can, on the whole, dictate terms to theology,
and though both sides still equally dread an open quarrel, yet
theology has most to fear from a dissolution of partnership-
lu Asia theology is still the senior partner with all the capital
and credit, and can dictate terms to morality, being for the
most part independent of any necessary connection with it; for
Asiatic theology transacts with the gods, all matters touching
the .material interests of .humanity, and in this very speculative
business, as in many others, morality is by no means essential.
It is well known that the primitive mind finds relief from the
perplexity caused by things passing its understanding, in the
theory that the gods swarm all round men, and are incessantly
interfering, either to help or to hinder. From the promulga-
tion of a code which is to direct society in the minutest par-
ticulars, down to the swallowing of a drug or the moment of
starting on a journey, every act of life, great and small, re-
quires the assent of tKe divinities, and is assumed to be done
after ascertaining their good pleasure, through stewards of the